
     News Summary 

Harvey, LA, 10.31.2015 

NOAPA Supports the Addiction 

Professionals Community. 

 

The District 1 Educational Insti-

tute hosted the 6th Annual pro-

fessional development workshop 

for Addiction and Prevention 

Professionals titled  

 

“Adolescent Development and 

the Juvenile Justice System”.  
 

Addiction professionals and stu-

dents were able to engage in and 

leave the workshop with a basic 

overview of the following: 

 

A better understanding of the 

Stage of Change in Adolescent 

Development 

and 

A better understanding of the 

Juvenile Justice System.  
 
John S. Ryals, Jr., PhD., LPC-

S, LMF and Stephanie Lester, 

MA, LPC NNC engaged the 

participants with 

 1) Adolescent Development 

 

2) Motivational Interviewing 

101 

 

In the context of  

3) An Understanding of the 

Juvenile Justice System  
 

Both are recognized in juvenile 

justice reform initiatives and 

how they impact community 

Safety. 

“Adolescent Development  And The Juvenile Justice System” 

6th ANNUAL FALL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP  

Harvey, LA      

10.31.2015 

John S. Ryals presented and 

interactive format that gave the 

participant an understanding of 

cutting edge juvenile justice 

knowledge and tools to utilize 

in their respective jurisdic-

tions.  

The session focused on explor-

ing recent findings from ado-

lescent brain research, the link 

between adolescent thinking 

and behaviors, and the use of 

objective tools to identify tar-

gets for behavioral change. 

 

The participant was able to 

identify ways to screen and 

access adolescents, explain 

basics of brain development in 

adolescents and understand 

impacts of adolescent brain  

development on social policy. 

Stephanie Lester highlighted the 

basics of motivational interview-

ing theory and practice using 

participant engagement to rein-

force basic concepts: the im-

portance of engaging resistant 

clients, identifying clients’ moti-

vation to change, using basic MI 

skills to reduce resistance and 

identifying resources for using 

MI. 

 

The speaker discussed how suc-

cess in Substance Abuse treat-

ment begins with understanding 

clients’ willingness to change. 

Motivational Interviewing tech-

niques establish a solid founda-

tion for engaging clients in their 

own treatment. 

 

A discussion of current innova-

tions highlighted common mis-

conceptions to strengthen the 

participant’s knowledge and un-

derstanding of Juvenile Justice. 

Due to confidentiality of hear-

ings and prominent media at-

tention, the juvenile justice 

system is frequently misper-

ceived by citizens who have 

little contact with it.  

The session explained the his-

tory, process and a future out-

look of the juvenile justice. 

 

12.14.2015 

Undrella Perkins, LAC  pre-

sented on Jellinek's Model Of 

Alcoholism. 

Any of the proponents of the 

disease model of alcoholism 

rely on the concepts originally 

formulated by Jellinek, a leader 

in the scientific study of alcohol 

use and abuse. 

Without intervention, certain of 

these types of alcoholism pro-

gress through a series of declin-

ing or worsening stages.  
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“Objectives, 

proposals,  

and 

Procedures 

for direction 

are 

welcome..” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Via Email -:noapadistrict1@yahoo.com  

www.noapa.wix.com/noapa 

 

“It is the mission 

of the New Orle-

ans Addiction 

Professional As-

sociation to pro-

vide quality ser-

vices to meet the 

educational need 

of all Addiction 

Professionals 

through:  net-

working, public 

awareness, moti-

vational speakers, 

discussion groups, 

continuing educa-

tion, and leader-

ship in education 

without limita-

tions.” 

mailto:noapadistrict1@yahoo.com


Addiction impacts every sector of 

society. Families, jobs and lives are 

destroyed every day by substance 

use disorders. In 2007, an estimated 

22.3 million persons aged 12 or old-

er were classified with substance 

dependence or abuse. However, 

only 1.6 percent of these people 

received some kind of treatment for 

a problem related to the use of alco-

hol or illicit drugs.2 

 

Imagine Who You Could Save is a 

campaign designed to recruit indi-

viduals in to the rewarding profes-

sion of addictions treatment and 

recovery services. The need for 

treatment and services continues to 

grow and significant achievements 

in science, professional develop-

ment and standards of care have 

enabled the substance use disor-

ders field to stand out as a spe-

cialty area of health care. Ap-

propriately educated and trained 

addictions professionals are 

needed now more than ever.  

 

Four groups, the Northeast Ad-

diction Technology Transfer 

Center, NAADAC- The Associ-

ation of Addiction Professionals 

Central East ATTC, and the 

ATTC National Office, collabo-

rated to create a campaign high-

lighting the positive impact 

addictions treatment and recov-

ery services professionals make 

on individuals and their com-

munities. It also invites others 

to consider an addictions ca-

reer and incorporates several 

recruitment components, in-

cluding an award winning vid-

eo, a FREE Recruitment Kit, 

and a variety of other market-

ing materials.  

 

 

For information on additional 

addictions programs click on 

the ATTC Network's 

Directory of Addictions Stud-

ies Programs (DASP). 
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Treatment Works-- Treatment and Recovery 

is one of several that demon-

strate the effectiveness of treat-

ment for substance use disor-

ders. The study found that 

treatments for drug use disor-

ders are just as effective as 

treatments for other chronic 

conditions, such as high blood 

pressure, asthma, and diabe-

tes.”  
 
NIDA indicates that relapse 

does not mean that treatment 

has failed. “The chronic nature 

of the disease means that re-

lapsing to drug abuse is not 

only possible, but likely, with 

relapse rates similar to those 

for other well-characterized 

chronic medical illnesses such 

as diabetes, hypertension, and 

asthma, which also have both 

physiological and behavioral 

components. Treatment of 

chronic diseases involves 

changing deeply imbedded be-

haviors, and relapse does not 

mean treatment failure. For the 

addicted patient, lapses back to 

drug abuse indicate that treatment 

needs to be reinstated or adjusted, 

or that alternate treatment is need-

ed.” 
 

        Recovery 
SAMHSA defines recovery from 

alcohol and drug problems as “a 

process of change through which 

an individual achieves abstinence 

and improved health, wellness, 

and quality of life.” 

 

 
Produced by the Northeast ATTC, NAADAC, 

Central East ATTC, and the ATTC National 

Office. 

Funded in part by a grant from SAMHSA/CSAT 

and a variety of other sponsors. 

ATTC– Addiction Technology 

 Transfer Center Network 

 

SAMHSA defines treatment as “a 

path of recovery that can involve 

many interventions and attempts 

at abstinence. It is offered in dif-

ferent settings, and types of treat-

ment greatly depend on the sub-

stances misused, as well as a per-

son’s individual needs and charac-

teristics. Treatment is offered in 

residential and outpatient pro-

grams and can include counseling 

or other behavioral therapy, fami-

ly therapy, medication, or a com-

bination of services.”  

 
Research shows that substance use 

disorders are medical conditions 

that can be effectively treated, just 

as many illnesses are treatable. 

SAMHSA notes, “A major study 

published in 2000 in the Journal of 

the American Medical Association 
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“Treatment 

Works” 

Page 3 

“Humility is 

not thinking 

less of 

yourself, It is 

thinking of 

yourself 

less.” 

AA Slogan 

 District 1  comprises 

 

Metropolitan New Orleans 
   Jefferson, Orleans, St. Bernard & 
   Plaquemines Parishes 

 

Florida Parishes 
   Livingston, St. Tammany Tangipahoa  
&  Washington  

 

River Parishes 
    St. John, St. Charles & St. James 

http://www.addictioncareers.org/addictioncareers/Endnotes.asp
http://www.addictioncareers.org/learn/education/dasp.asp
http://www.addictioncareers.org/learn/education/dasp.asp
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District 1 

Newsletter Advertisement  
 

Pricing  
 
The Correct Pricing for advertisement space in 
the quarterly NOAPA newsletter is distributed 
as  Full Page: $100.00 

 Half Page: $75.00 

 1/4 Page    $50.00 

 1/8 Page:   $35.00 

 Card Size: $20.00 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

New Orleans Addiction Professional Association, Inc.  

 

January Meeting 

 

Saturday January 31 2015 10:00 a.m.  
 

White Dove Fellowship 

3600 Manhattan Boulevard 

Harvey, LA 70058  

 

New Orleans Addiction Professional  

New Orleans Addiction Professional  

Association—District 1 

PO Box 1116 

Harvey, LA 70059  
 

For more information about NOAPA contact 
 

Via Email -:noapadistrict1@yahoo.com  

www.noapa.wix.com/noapa  
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The NOAPA Website! 
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Contact   

The Newsletter  

At noapadistrict1@yahoo.com 

Any  Comments, Suggestions, Articles,  

Pics or  
 

“Your Idea for a Vision” to publish? 
  

Send to www.noapa.wix.com/noapa 
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